“The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson
1. How does imagery affect the tone of the story?
2. Make a list of clues that foreshadow the outcome of the lottery.

3. Jackson is a master of irony.  What is ironic about Mr. Summers—his name, his other activities, his behaviour during the ritual?

4. Give at least 5 examples of symbols in the story.  What do the symbols represent?
5. What is Jackson trying to say with her story?

I think it's too easy often to find a villain out of the headlines and to then repeat that villainy again and again and again. You know, traditionally, America has always looked to scapegoat someone as the boogie man. 
- Edward Zwick 

Unintelligent people always look for a scapegoat. 
- Ernest Bevin 
It is ironic that the United States should have been founded by intellectuals, for throughout most of our political history, the intellectual has been for the most part either an outsider, a servant or a scapegoat.[image: image1.png]»



 
-Richard Hofstadter
· When you lose, you always go looking for excuses, ... I'm the ideal scapegoat, but that doesn't bother me. It's not my problem. My conscience is clear.[image: image2.png]»




· Urs Meier 
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